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Treasurer Liz Chambers: 03 523148r2ual Membership fe: $20.00 per persog due in May
Historical Society Meetings are held montbiythe4th Wednesday at 7.30pnexcept in January
and duringwinter on the4th Saturday at 1.30pm

Open Hourdor the publicat COPACEistory Centre: Thursday, Friday and Sunday 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Working Bees at the History Centre are on tH&B“ Wednesdays 10.002.00noon

Forthcoming Events

Saturday June27, 1.30pm SpeakerFrank LawrencelLocal Halls & Music

Saturday July25, 1.30pm SpeakerTo be announced

Saturday August 2¥- 1.30 pm SpeakerDoug KirkmarMurray Street photos.

Please note membership subs are now €820 to the Treasurer. Bulletins are sent to Email addresses wher
possible. However it is appreciated if members put stamps on 4asidfessed envelopes and give or send to
the newsletter editor as above. Thank you to those who did this last year, it was a real time saver.

President® Notesfrom the AGM on May 27,

In 201415 a loyal and dedicated membership has continued to actively @arr the 5 aims and objectives set out in
the society constitution 65 years ago. | will attempt to list the events, and achievements which endeavour to meet tt
aims over the past year.

Seven guest speakers have all provided insights into aspect®lat & District History. Several members have
contributed on 2 occasions as well as our Christmas gatheaimd) BBQ meetinggraciously hosted byen & Barryo
O2YLJ SGS GKS &SIFNRa LINZ2INIYYSO

t dzof AOF GA2Y 2 ¥F Ihe LogaRHalN ILINR ifyiDRWNGPeelfd whith she and the Society received
LINS&aGAIA2dza 6 NR 61 & | YFE22N) KAIKEAIKPHPYA S Y IMeBRrsINE
Dawn Misse, 4 K2 LINB IKISNB R (0 @fér Bi@Beeat Retl CrosE Centenary Helen PaatsckPor the Pleasure
2T (KS ot tBe2160f y&afcelebfation of the Colac Botanic GardeysR b 2 N | Y pubBcaliehi are afl Q
excellent means of bringing local history to the wider community. The sale of publications is our tyseates of
revenue.

Five issues of the newsletter have been produced and | complemiése and Craiggnd contributors of articlesfor
making the newsletter both interesting and enlightening.

We have hosted several school visits and also the CultsSéindow displays continue to attract interest and reach
out to those who never actually enter the Centre. Thanks gdaiee, Gwermnd many others who have contributed to
these displaysin conjunction with the Family History Group we have had a digil#ye Warrion Flower Show and the
Colac Heritage Festival.

A grant from the Colac Otway Shire enabled us to restore the hifdlée boxfrom the SEC corner and have it erected
at the entrance to the History Centre.

A newlogo for the Society featuf 3 / 2t F OQ& dzyAljdzS 6+ NJ YSY2NRIf &l &
publicising the History Centre and the services provided by the two organisations.

Donations and acquisitions of manuscripts and objects of interest have included a smallasdde plown through the
generations which had been part of the furnishisithea dzNINJ & K 2 Y'S QHsol theRgfripletéNBlié 4f maps
belonging to theColac Water Trustfrom Barwon Water, and a previously unseen photo of tfieCatholic Churclin
Colac.

A project worthy of special mention is the collation, preparation and description of photos for the Colac Otway Shire
the Colac Wayfinding Signage ProjecThanks go t&€raigwho put in many hours on this project.
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We have just completed a grant application for the Shire Community Funding Program to assist us in the digitisati
our valuable map and sale poster collection.

As president, my greatest satisfaction has been gained from seeing the changes madepénation with theFamily
History Groupto make theHistory Centrean integrated workplace and a more attractive place to visit. | trust this wil
be an ongoing process. Unfortunately our growing collection of records and manuscripts means that a iiside
number of artefacts and relics are stored -eife which is a concern in the long terfhe central desks now allow
visitors to make enquiries which can be handled by both groups at the same time. Volunteers on duty also have a
of the whole aredor improved securityNew bookcases are much safer and look attractive in their new locddiana
has done a complete stocktake of duplicate books and eventually | would like to s@dikiaries catalogued as one.
Barry tas also installed new cupbads in the kitchen and we are hopeful the Shire will make the sink less of an OH
hazard in the near futuréNe are very grateful to the South West Community Foundation for funding to purchase tv
more modern display cabinets.

There is no doubt the Higty Centre and the preservation of our written, photographic and tangible history by ot
Society, is an essential part of the culture of Colac and District, and is a vital component of COPACC as the Arts &
Centre of this community.

Looking aheadthere is a real need to recruit new members. We are very fortunate to have a membership, to qu
OdzNNBy G LREtAGAOFE GSNX¥XAy2f238z 2F Wt ATGS NhméR peopled| v
the ground.However, filling the vininteer roster is becoming increasingly difficult, and those faithful members wh
attend the fortnightly Wednesday working bees are becoming fewer.

On a sad note botlden and also Jarteave had to relinquish their duties due tohikalth. Wewish them bah a full
recovery.

We have maintained affiliation with and | have attended meetings of the Western Victorian Association of Histol
Societies, Geelong & District Historical Association, Royal Historical Society of Victoria, and twice yembthgetof
the local network of Historical Societies.

My thanks go to vice preside®arrywho has been a great support to me, Secretden, Treasurerliz Johnwho has
willingly stepped into the role as acting@etary these past few monththe executive ommittee and all who lend a
hand in any way. Finally, to my wiiawn who handles all the email and phone enquiries and reminds me of whe
needs to be dongwithout her support | could not fulfil my role.

Robert Missen

What has been in the News?

Colac Herald.

March 28" 2015 First World Warmpoetry finds a new audienceMlarie Gray lived from 1858 to 1938 and wrote about
her experiences as a nurse during fiest WorldWar! & . SSI O K2 & LJA (dhd wasialsy rozNdy Sivolved
iNtheF2NXF GA2Y 27F unbif190Més Dawd RissefiPE® a02 Y KISt SRG Gt SQa /| f f
which contains 25 poems and historical information about Mary Gray and Beeac Red Cross.

Ailsa Sims, MariB NJ @ Qa 3 NJaifeRded thizBdé fadnild and was impressed with the new book.

March 27- Reunion Popular23former Colac High School studeatsd 8 staff members celebrated their 50 year
reunion. The students were from the 1965 Matriculation class. The Colac Historical Society ppbwitbes] records
and school uniforms from the era.

27th - New rail trail section officially opens todayAn deafor the 50 kilometre walking and cycling track along the
Beechy railwayjine between Colac and Fergusbagan in 2005The railwayhad beenan incredibly important link for
saw millers and farmers in the Otways who relied on it to cart timber and later vegetables and livestock to Colac
because of poor road conditions. The railway closed in B962he Beechy Rail Trdihs since become a polar

walking tackpassing through private and commercial larlto Beech Forest and now to Fergustbranks to
volunteersandgrants from ourState Government ($500,000) and local council ($330,000). There are 31 interpretive
signs an®3 seats along theail and many new treebave beemlanted.

27"-al yQa O02dzNI 3S S| NY S Fhe forSi& Pifron Mallotk State ISatdiol studiagtiém Vincent
Turner,left Melbourne aboard HMAT Ulysses on May' 1915 with his unit the 2% Infantry Batalion. He served at
Gallipoli after Australian forcésadlanded on April 28 and won the MilitaryMedalfor heroic actions 5 months later.
He was a second lieutenaahdwas only25 years old when he died from wounds received in France in 1917.
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April17"-wdzy y Ay3a [ S3ASyRQa O dxlplecé df hidtory KRifnetthtlthe Ctac Grwag Shivdwben dhe
late/ £ A T F ulirandefliddcip became a permanent tribute to the Otwaysmner. Cliff became kEgend in1983
when he shuffled over therfishing line and won th8ydney to Melbourne marathavhen he was 61. The Beech Forest
potato farmer trained in gumboots on the Otway hilsS & 0 TA St RX (G KS NJ clifbvitiia caredryiad 2 N
Cup which he later gave to Queensland twins Paula and Bridgette Powers who have now returned @dtathidistory
Centreto add to their display of his life.

17" Flag flies from Alvie monumentAn Australian flag will fyontd 2 F | f A $Qa w $hAnksn@@Dfhc 2
Legacy representativesGary Mewha, Terry Harris, Dick Lee and Ted Invermee), and contractors (T. Luppino and L.
Presani)The flag will fly on Anzac day, Remembrance Day and Australia Day.

May 25th¢Author signs booksColac author and historiadelen Paatschas compiled a history of Colac Botanic
Gardens.

May 29th¢ Colacgardens boast secongbiggest bunyaThe hugel35 year oldine, (araucaria bidwillilhas gained a
second place listing otme Naional Register of Big Trees. It is 17 metres high with a 5.9 metre circumference. The Cc
Botanic Gardens is celebrating its {3@irthday this year.

May - Colac furniture store closes after 50 yeaBudgetmanaging directoDavid Harrisaid retail had changed
significantly during the past 5 decades and it was time for him to take new directions. The departmenitistane
Jacobpened there after WW2 until 1974. Then Budget commenced operating, owned bjah@er familywho
extendal the building tolink Bromfield St and Murray St to become the biggest regional furniture store in Vidtbria.
Walter Harris5 @A RQa T G§KSNJ 2 ¢y SvRaples id Murry SIntlizZNBIAThRefopeyiidyaip aithe2 NB
HeytesburySettlement broughtn a lot of business.

June f- Alvie oak tree sapling has roots at Gallipofilvie Consolidated School pupils have planted a Gallipoli oak to
commemorate the Anzac centenary. The school was selected by the National Trust. Colac RSL president lan Morg
attended the tree planting ceremony. Captain Winter Cooke sent a paakfagee acorns to his uncle in Hamilton from
Gallipoli almost 100 years ago. From these acorns many commemorative oaks have been planted.

Sacred Heart Schowlisit to the History Cetre on June .

Mr John Knightvearing tailsand a top hatwith his distinguishedrimmed beardlooked the part as he leant
2y (0KS 24 desk anfl expl&red\liie as it was in the old days to the attentive children sitting on t
floor in front of him. He explained the butter churn, old telephone, camera, tin bathjron tricyclejnk well
and school stramlsomentioning the lack of eldricity and use of lamps and woedalrning stoves. When the
children were given free time to walk around the centre they tried writing their names on a type writer, sat
the tin bath, tried out the commode and pedalled the old Birregurra church otgamake the keysvork.
There were two groups of childrethat daywho seemed to enjoy their outing to hear and see objects theil
grandparents or more likely their great grandpareotseused.




WORLD WAR q]A letter from the Front

from Richard Bassett to Irene Sitlington

On 8" of June 1915 Richard Bassett (who later became a foundation member of the Colac and District Historical St
wrote from his dugput on the Gallipoli peninsula to his fiancé Irene Sitlington of Colac. These are some extracts
that letter.

Surrouncekd by dangers and death lurking in every valley, screaming shrapnel, | can only dream of you and hop
future may be bright. | have seen so much of sudden death and ghastly wounds that | am almost afraid to hope
much. How awfulitislcanneverleghlBaa Ay G2NRad® X 2dz gAft (1y26 GKI
O2yRAGA2Yya YR L YlIeé atreées GKFEG Ay 0O02YY2y GAGK LINI O
OKIFG L akKkfft SOSNI 0SS 20KSNpAaSo X

| told you of ashell burying me in earth as | sat writing the letter. That simply illustrates how precarious life is here
am writing this in a dugout on the side of a hill where we are more or less protected from rifle fire. Shells occasio
burstontopoftheK Af f (K2dzZAK |yR (KS& | N5 RIYy3ISNEdzA® L YSy
gKSY | LIASOS 2F aKStf KAG YS Ay I FfFyOAy3d YIYySNI A
he had to go to hospital and hagseddy been away three weeks. He was standing beside me. | got a hard knock wi
numbed my arm and rendered it useless for a few days.

My shoulder and arm were black and blue for a week orAthough we are not now in the firing line | have seeen
shot dead going for water twenty yards away. We get accustomed to the danger to a certain degree, but one must
02Ny &2t RASNJ 12 RAANBIFNR Al FEG23SGKSNI X 1a 6S OF
thesamewayas &NE 2y S RAR X S@OSNER GAYS | &aKNJ LWYSf odaNRI 20
KIS 0SSy dzyRSNJ I FSg aAaAyOS X LG Aa 2dzad GKNBS 6SS]
never realised what war was like an@R y Qi G KAYy]1 Fyeéz2yS O2dzZ R ¢K2 Kl a yS§
night | though | would never see daylight again so horrific was the fighting and so exposed was our position. |
through however and hope | will continue to be so forde

AT LEFT R.A. Bassett. Later in the war, while serving in France, Ric
suffered a gunshot wound to the arm. This photo was taken while hg
was recuperating in hospital in England in 1916. He was 28 years of
age.(mage scanned by Andrew Mclntdsbm photo formerly held by Bassett
family)

Later, on 18 June Bassett echoes the same sentiments, | waswade for

war. These deeds of violence horrify me and while | recognise the necessity
which has made it imperative, | hope and pray for sia&e of everyone that

it may soon cease. | am nota hero. | must admit that along with almost
evayone | am afraid. tonquer that fear as best | can ardive not failed

when necessitroseX o dzi L FoK2NJ GKS OF Ny 38
the battlefieldX | could tell youthings whichwould make your bloodun

cold and send a chill of horror to your brain.

Letters often showed Richard Bassett escaping from the horrors of the sights, sounds and smell of war with memor
home, and particularly of the bush. In one letter he wrote: | enjoy the maadhat come to me as | imagine great
gums flanking cavernous gullies filled with masses of ferns and beautiful shrubs the whole permeated with the
wondrous perfume of the bush. | often think of that and long for it.

Contributed by Dawn Peel



AT THE [RIVEIN
By- Craig Pink
A BRIEF HISTORY

hNRIAYIFGAY3T Ay GKS adi lAdtdBobfeDriverSTheat#dS NEISE S G K $ | © NI IKEBA
salesman Richard Hollingshead Jnr.. Experiments by Richard started ¥8#0saKodak film projectomith the movie
projected onto a large sheet tied between two trees. Speakers were set up behind the screen, with cars place
different arrangements to ultimately come up Wwithe best way for multiple car loads of peopteall see the movie.
Further tials were everstaged with water sprinklers, whighitated the effects of visibility from light to heavy raiim
August 1932w A OKI NR FAf SR |t |Adiothybile Drivieil Jthdated, al Fant wasiddtel fordhis o
named invention in My 1933.

The first Drivan Theater which was started by Richard Hollingshead Jnr., opened on the outskirts of Camden, |
WSNESE Ay SINIé& WdzyS mdhood b2l KIFAy3I odkh in@le DA (LIYIa
payment, may of the trades people involved the first initial Driven TK S § SNJ 02 y & (i NJzO (i AParkin 2
incé @ ¢ K-8 Theakk @drgept did not catch on initially as we would think, andhig ivis better known as a 1950
phenomenon.This firstDrivein Theateractually closed in 1936, and was moved to another town in New Jersey by
then new owner. The premature closure was mainly due to the-msgohronised, and poor quality sound which also
created undue noise for up to several miles distan

Richard retained a 30% share in his Compaarkin indP £ ¥ Y | 4 @hedieMihénSset up in states all over USA.
A vast majority not abiding by the Pateisimplyjust set up on the quieter outskirts of towns and reeled in the profits.
Of those who did abide by the Patent, a one off initial fee of $1,0® ( ¢ & ParkhRPEZ @ 2 F 3
gl a |t aParkidinkd 2y & y 2y Ivaskiyhilkr tanhadyofite frandhikgieements still used today
in an ever increasing range of businesses. This supposedly also gave them a distinct territory with no oppositior
many were swindledby others opening up Drivim Theaters in nearby tows, or close by. So many set up supposedly
Gillegall¢ 5 -MMWh@efers, that lawsuits could not keep up.

{ SOSNIf &SINR I G§SNI I OAulavdbile MiivEriTifcater PalesitMiiiedoNtibeing thaiskrge |
concept of an indoor theatér o0 dzi dzaAy 3 OFNBE AyaidSFR 27F LIS iiclH Seakeys 3
which was a big step forward in regard to local edssues, and saw the Driue Theater finally become very popular.
Patrons were encouraged to eat at the Cafdesvenue before the film started, playground equipment was also popula
to entice familiego arrive early, which turned the Drivi@ Theatreinto a good family atmosphere, especially for those
who did not live near the beach for example.

Some ofthe advantages of the Drivin Theater concept were considered quite stdntial at the time, such abging
able to talk without interupting other patrons, smoking without disturbiotpers or violating fire laws,hildren could
simply sleep irthe back sets of cars while the late film more suited adults anyway. Not having to pay for babysitter
was also something new, teenage girls even set gigsts outside early Drivin Theaters with banners such ags
0DOWN DRIVENS, MORE WORK FOR BABYSETTERS

Early 1942 sava total of around 95 Drivin Theatersoperatingin the USA, development was obviously somewhat
static during the USA involvement in World War 2. R/sir expansin saw around 820 Drivia Theatersoperating in
the USAby 1948.

1958 saw USA Drivia Theaters peak at around 4,000, followbg a slow decline into the 196@nd beyond.

AUSTRALIAN DRHNE THEATRES

As well as the USA and Canada, Australia was the only other country to addptitkén Theatre concept tany
ANBIG SEGSyid o -ihToeatieNpetded ih haMeBoulNdsiiburb & RWSE&, off February 1954,
Called the Skyline, it startedchain of around 308 Drivi@ Theatresknown tohave operated in Australia. A total of 18
Drivein Theatresare known to bestill operational today in Australia. Victoria has 5, beingoburg, Dromana, Moe,
Shepparton and Yarrawongai@isingly they operate quite profitablywith very little advertising required.

July 1959, local Colac Shimu@cillors were faced with the difficult task of deciding whiahm,if{ any) of several Drive
Ay ¢KSIFGNBE O2yaidNHzUGA2Y LINRPLRAaAlFIfa gSNB adAaaSR G2 /
Colac, a Motel and Driviea Theatre Complex veaproposed for the Hurlingham corner, or perhaps the proposed site ¢
a Drivein Theatre at Elliminyt was better suited. The Colac enterprise which planned a theatre at Elliminyt was to |
a very picturesque position looking out over the township. Tveer slopes of the Elliminyt Hill were to be terraced to
Gr1S OFNRX flgya YR 3AFNRSya ¢2df R 6S fFAR R2gy3s I f
been raised by a group of Colac business people for the venture. The propdsedhOtheatre at Elliminyt would
initially cater for up to 450 cars, but ample provision was to be made for expansion ofctimtinued on next page )



AT THE DRIVEHN (2, continued from previous page)
By- Craig Pink

Hy ' ONB aAdSe | A3K ljdttAde FAEYa 6SNB G2 0S aONBSYy
One of many ugo-RI 4 S FSI GdzZNBa ¢ lthaatrefteZ @8 10y (ebutiodE BaN] addki@ avinter
viewings.

AT LEF The poposal of a

DRIVE IN CIN I A Drivein Theatre  at Elliminyf
- < B 1, obviously had some financig

support at this point, as reported

MAY BE REAU in the Colac Herald Newspape
20" July 1959.

NOTE; This proposal is close to
2% years before the opening (

[ 2t OQa&a -hATNsAtiein
a ";“"’;8'“"“'. viey November 1961, situated of
e site af Rossmoyne Road, Colac West.

2 X0K AYAGALFE TAys$Dfiik Thieatre té mzisiiudgeNdn the Blidinhyt a2ef in £969, the public startec
to get used to the idea of Colac having a Diivdheatre sooner than most anticipated. Even dating back to the mi
1959 proposals for the Colac DriveTheatre, thelaR Ay 1jdzSadAz2y gl a ftglea 2y
township area, which meant Colac Shire Councillors were left with the end decision as to where-ia Dheatre
would be situated, to cater for Colac and surrounding residents. Thedzlerit t 2 OF GA2Y 41 a a
western end, with frontage to Rossmoyne Road. This siteuwpds final construction stagdn early November 1961.

ABOVE, Three images from October 1961 show work well under way
concrete fomdations at the Colac Drive Theatre site, situated on thg
Rossmoyne Road, west of Colac. The strange looking wooden boxes
image are being set up by workers as wooden boxing moulds, in prepal
for concrete footings. The two images at riginé the foundations for the Colal
DriveAy ¢KSI GNBQa YI adaAGBS wmu ( 2-iff Thaabel
gl a LINEY203GSR I a 0KS NBIA2Y QA y

AT LEFT! R@SNIA&AAY3I FT2NJ GKS FANA Drivgind
Theatre, located on the western outskirts of Colac, Wednesd&N@ﬂember
1961. Note thet . & L y @scrédnitigic@myménced at 7.45pm.

' YADGSNEFE tAOGdzZNBa LINBaSydSRTAVKE
free of charge on the first opening night, with proceeds (over £100) goif

: Il[HBIE R[VN[]lI]S‘ aid the Community Chest Fund.
NAMMY

Colac Shireresident (Cr. H.L. Martinp LISY SR / 2f I OQa- &
in Theatre in perfect weather on the night oWednesday, 2% November
1961. Universal Pictures presentethe film starring Debbie Reynolds as
GTAMM¥  FNBS 27 EeningH®ntidugd ol 68 pager) N&




AT THE DRIVEHN (3, continued from previous page)
By- Craig Pink

night, with proceedgover £100 goingto aid the Community Chest Fund. The namg | ! b5 h b ¢ g1l a
the Company which perated a chain of Driviea Theatres over the yearsjretching to South Australian the days
following the firstopening night of the Colac Drive Theatre, shellgrit was spread, also playgrowglipment
installed, along with trees planted which completed the beautificapoocess of the Colac Dean Theatre site.

The Colac engineering firm of Gordon Chapman had won the contract for the supply and erection of the large our
theatre screenwhich measured 66" from ground to top, with an actual screen size of*d%hy 88°'. Bolted to a
tubular steel framework were oregon beamsieTactual screen was 22 gauge Zincaneal sheets affixed to the oreg
beams. Several firsts were saiditave been achieved at the timeéhe massive 12 ton screen for the outdoor theatre
was assembledn the ground, then lifted into position in one piece. This was stated to have not been done in Victc
before, and probably Australia. Also claimed to be a record was the time of just 5 weeks from order of the scree
completion @lso claimed by GoradoChapmah New ars eve 1961, just weeks after the first opening nigaitv
especially good patronagell Aight shows were popular over the years whiasted well into the later 19%0era.

AT LEFT + BELQWhree images
from January 1962, showing th
Tiger Moth Aeroplane which wa
operated by one of the Shando
Drivein Directors. This Tiger mot
was stored on property beside th
Drivein premises.

NOTE-G{ | ! b5hb¢ a A
brilliant advertising, even under
neath if you were close enough t
see it, as the left image shows
after it crashed heavily in Janual
1962, as a result of children playin
on the runway beside the Drive

— ; — Theatre. This Tiger moth wa|
‘ supposed to do trial flights as

shark spotter at Apollo bay in th
days immediately folling this

mishap, but instead had a costl
repair bill in excess of £500.

~_> - ____._,._L\mﬁ’i."&

ABOVE(¢ K.E. Black & Sons Hea
b dzkE 38 a. tAGT €
large, heavy secondand entrance
sign into position at the Colac Drivg
in Theatre, October 1967.

AT RIGHTg The newly refurbisheg
entrance sign, with lights, June 1968

February 1970 saw | f (i 5rded fe&ute®@ A fTME LOVE BUG o Qaige Dyiven Theatre audiences
FNBdzyR +AOG2NAF & ¢KS 2|t ( HERBEY &8 f LUNPSR ESiA 20 NI CONBG
Drivein Theatres around Victoria su@s the outer Melbourne suburb of Clayton, had more than 500 Volkswager
converge at their outdoor Drive Yy ¢ KSI I NB+FQHX R YyRBIB®OEBE &F (KS GKSy
FAEY a¢1 9 [h+x9 . ! Déx gKAOK &0l NNBR I(contirtidd priingxt gagey OI f



AT THE DRIVEHN (4, continued from previous page)
By- Craig Pink

ABOVE; / KAf RNBY FNBY { G / dzl | ABOVECRon Hillman, from Hillman & Tonkin with one of
being treated to a barbecue tea and free outing to wat i KS shéewNag@utionary Volkswagen cars at the Diive

GKS avyrack KAG Y2Q0AS éc¢l Theatre, as part of promotional work for the extremely

The outing and transport was all arranged by theat LJ2 LJdzf | NJ FSF GdzNB FAEY a¢l1 9 |
management. Catering for a crowd was never a probl This decorated VW car also did a lot of promotional work if
at the Colac Driven. Colac for this feature film, inaling being inside some shops

such as Woolworths, with these big marketing sunglasses @

I NI KdzNJ 51 @A S Dk Theadreufoddd /
1974, with six shows screenedeach week, crowdsof
up to 1,000 people were not uncommon on a sellout night. Throughthe colder months, fog was also quite
common over the yearswith fog passegiven out wherthe picture could simply not make it to the screen. Once the
fog came down, it wald rarely, if ever disappearhé& fog passes couldebused at any Village Drine Theatre. One
cook could cater for up to 250 people on a mostyfserve café style saip. Maximum vdicle capacity was around
408-415 cars.

At an extra cost to their already placed adverts which screened before the films and at intermission etc, local bus
LX I OS&a I f a2 Sth@sniNeviskt@RhisANgwslétterSnaialy promoted upomirg film features andwas
given outfree. The later 1979 sawa downturn to general Drivn Theatre attendance, especially with the introduction
of the VCRV\(ideo CassettedRordel). Cther reasons given at the time included farmers going tiglohard times of the
later 197G era, also the effect the late night out had on the early start for milking camesalso children having to get
up early after a late, say Thursdayght out. With modern cars more affordable, others would simply travel to Geelon
to see a new release film that would have been at Colac in aviesksQ  (iahyw&y.

To enticeback lost patronage, the early 198@ra saw dmission at the Colac Drixre Theatre drop to $10 a car load,
but the boom days were now long gone, and would not return to its former popularity. The Colac-Driteeatre
struggled through 1984, Easter Saturday 1985 saw the iastscreen. The
Colac Drivén Theatre then closed for, as it statedearly winteg¢ = | y R F
re-open after that early winter closure. Some time after thescdi®, a clearing
sale was held, speakers and poksd for as little as $1 each. Variety of
kitchen utensils/cafeted equipment was also sold at the clearing sale, whict
saw the end of the Colac Drivte Theatre / 2 fslDEv@in Theatre lasted
much longer than many dters; the income from Driven Theatres was
extremely low compared to land valsen outer areas of growingpwns that
got sovaluable houses soon stood on old Drivne Theatre sites.

(continued on next page )

AT LEFT¢ October 1988 image shows the entrance sign still intact on
Rossmoyne road entrance to the old Colac BrivEheatre. By this time the sig
gta Ay | RAfFLARFGSR O2yRAGAR2YZ (K
was well lit at night the flashing lights also promoted the excitement of a visit
the Drivein, especially for children. The likey | GG SY RI y i Qa K4
GKAAa GAYSZI YR gl a tSrasSrR 2dzio
disappeared. The large outdotiteatre screen also still stood at this time, in lat
years the condition of the large screen deteriorated to the point that it eventy
fell over.




AT THE DRIVEN (5, continued from previous page)
By- Craig Pink

Of the Driveiin Theatreghat closed and laid dormant, many set up and becathe sites of the early era of the first
Sunday Market/Swap Meet siteseic. 4§ KA OK | NB auAatft 0SO2YAy3d SOSNI AyO

In recent years several large outdoeveningfilms have been screened at the Colac Saleyards, and also the Col
Showgrounds by local car enthusiast groups, these have all been a huge success and more will most certair
screened agaiby related enthsiast groupss years go byToday, Driven archaeologists have very little rexants to
find at the site ofthe old Colac Drivén Theatre, which was formerly situated on the western outskirts of Colac, wit
frontage to Rossmoyne &ad Easter 2015 markke30 years since the closure of the Colac BirvEheatre.

(All material in this article from Historical Society fijémages from Bela Bard Brucker collection, Adverts from Colac Herdld file

THE END.

Better late than never
By Norman Houghton

The granite drinking fountaik y / aSNVONA L {ljdzr NE gl a AyaidlfttSR Ay m
The fountain delivered the water via a rose spray, which was touted ag Inebre hygienic than that from the Council
supplied fountain, which was a water pipe to which was attached an enamel mug on a chain.

The Gymnastic Club was formed in 1903 as a sports and athletic group for young men of thadbyjust(church
goery, but after an initial burst of enthusiasm quickly faded and closed in 1909. The Club had started a fund to bu
hall and possessed a reasonable sum when the Club folded. The funds then sat in a bank account for fifteen years
nothing until Mayor @ffy appealed to the citizens of Colac to donate statuary to the newly revamped Memorial Squa
The remnant trustees of the Club then decided to liquidate
the hall funds by using the money for a drinking fountain. B
The fountain itself was crafted to a design by Charles Wilcq ks

AT LEFT and ABOYHhe Granite Drinking Fountain as
still stands today in the Memorial Square, permanern
engraved on the sidegsdt w9 { 9b ¢ 95 ¢
THE TOWN OF COLAC
St JOHNS GYMNASTIC CMUBH 0
(Both photos by Craig Pink)
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201516 COMMITTEE:
At the Annual Generafleeting held on Wednesdayay 27" 2015 thefollowing members where elected:

President: Robert Missen Cyber Committee: Jane Davis, Dawn Peel, Dawn
Vicepresidents: BarrjvicDonald John Knight Missen

SecretaryJohn Angel Librarian: Dian&owan

Treasurer: Elizabeth Chambers Vertical File: Gwenyth Knox, Gwen Bray

Newsletter: Ellise Angel, Assistant: Craig Pink Photo Officer: Craig Pink

Manuscript Officer: Dawn Peel, Acquisitions: John Knight, Andrew Mcintosh, Craig Pink
Assistant: Margaret Saddlier Wardrobe: Gwen Bray, Ann McKenzie, Sandra Splatt,
Recorder of B. D. M.: Margaret Facey Ellise Angel

Research Officer: Anne McKenzie WindowDisplaysGwen Bray, Jane Davis, Sandra Splatt
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LAST ISSUE ANSWER
OGTHE COLAC
DRIVEN THEATRE

Easter 2015 marked 30 years sin
its closure- see feature article thig
issue.
AT LEFT- WHERE IS TH
PICTURESQUE SCENE DA
FROM APRIL 1978 ?
CLUEE LG Qa 2y (K
Colac, and is not actually in th
/| AG& hT [StdueO dd
stands today, and istill used on a
regular basisbutwhat uses if?.

ANSWER
NEXT ISSUE

QOLAC &ISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY R@GIMFR.00 to 4.00 pm Thankyou.

Month Thursday Friday Sunday
June 4™ D. Missen 5th C. Pink 7™ A. MclIntosh
11th I. Barlow 12th G. Bray 14" D. Cowan & M. Facey
18th G. Splatt 19%th E. Chambers 21stBMcDonald
25th J. Knight 26th M. Saddlier 28" M. Facey & DCowan
July 2nd D. Missen 3rd C. Pink 5th A.Mcintosh
o9th I. Barlow 10th G. Bray 12th D. Cowan & M. Facey
16th G. Splatt 17th E. Chambers 19" B McDonald
23rd J. Knight 24th M. Saddlier 26" M. Facey & DCowan
30" D. Peel 31stG.Bray
August 2nd A.Mclintosh
6th D. Missen 7th C. Pink 9" D. Cowan & M. Facey
13th I. Barlow 14th G. Bray 16" B. McDonald.
20th G Splatt 21stE. Chambers 23rd M. Facey & D. Cowan
27th J. Knight 28th M. Saddlier 30" M. Saddlier




